Soap Lake - Bridging Spas,
Breweries & Wineries with
Czech Republic
9 days/8 nights September 7-17, 2023

SMALL GROUP GUIDED HOLIDAYS Soap Lake Bridge with Czech Republic Spas, Breweries, & Wineries
WHAT'S INCLUDED

TRIP GLOSSARY

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED

• Airfare Round Trip from Seattle
• Airline fuel surcharge of $430, and taxes/fees
of $159 are included but subject to change
until tickets are paid and issued
• 8 Breakfasts, 5 lunches & 3 dinners
• Luxury air-conditioned coach
• 8 nights at cherry picked hotels in Prague,
Mariánské Lázne, and Pilsen
• All restaurant gratuities where applicable
• An expert Tour Guide/Assistant and a
professional Driver
• All entrance fees unless otherwise specified in
itinerary.
• All hotel local taxes
• Tour Guide services and recommendation of
restaurants
• Transfers airport/bus/hotel/bus/airport
• Welcome Dinner
• Farewell Dinner
• Full-day transportation in Prague, walking tour
of Prague's old town and Jewish quarter seeing
sights such as the Astronomical Clock, Tyn
Church, Spanish Synagogue, and more.
• Tour of Karlovy Vary
• Walking tour of Frantiskovy Lazne
• Admission Prague Castle
• Admission Kynzvart Castle
• Admission Kladruby Monastery
• Admission Purkmistr Brewery Tour with tasting
and lunch
• Admission Bohemia Sekt - Winery Tour with
tasting
• Admission: Pilsner Urquell Brewery Tour with
tasting
• Admission Ruckl Glass Factory Tour - Nizbor
• Admission: Krivoklat Castle
• Full-day Kutna Hora tour and wine tasting at a
local winery
• Admission Kutna Hora Bone Church

• Visit - In-depth
sightseeing with a
Local Specialist or
your Travel
Director, includes
fast track entry
(where applicable).

• No early check in/late
checkout included
• International, domestic and
internal airfares
• Travel Insurance, visas
• Items of a personal nature,
laundry, phone calls, i
beverages, meals and
sightseeing not detailed in
the itinerary, excess
baggage, and optional
experiences
• Gratuities for local Experts.
• Baggage portage where not
stated
• Any airline imposed
baggage fees, please check
website for details
• Airline seat assignment
policies vary and may not
be granted or may require
an additional fee

• View - A brief stop
to take in the sight
and capture photos
• See - See the sight
while driving by on
the coach

GROUP GUIDED HOLIDAYS Soap Lake Bridge with Czech Republic - Spas,
Breweries, & Wineries
DAY 1: Thu. Sep 07, 2023

Depart to Prague overnight flight
Meal(s) Dinner/Breakfast - In-flight

DAY 4: Sun. Sep 11, 2023

Transfer from Prague and overnight in
Marianske Lazne
Breakfast at hotel

DAY 2: Fri. Sep 09, 2023

Tour Guide - meets group in the hotel lobby
and accompanies guest for 5 days until your
Arrive Prague
return to Prague, manages the itinerary,
Tour Assistant meets group in the Prague
provides limited commentary and
airport arrivals hall and accompanies guests translation.
to the hotel. Private Coach - arrives the
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
provides full-day transportation to Marianske
Prague airport and transfers group to the
Lazne via Karlovy Vary.
hotel.
Free time and explore on own.

Tour of Karlovy Vary upon arrival
Free time for lunch and exploring on own.

Dinner at hotel or local restaurant within
Continue travel to Marianske Lazne
walking distance, 3 course meal, including 1
Dinner at hotel or nearby restaurant within
glass of wine or beer
walking distance, 3 course meal, including 1
glass of wine or beer
Boutique Hotel Seven Days - Standard
Centralni Lazne Ensana Health Spa Hotel Room, Prague, Czech Republic
Standard Room, Marianske Lazne, Czech
Meal(s):Dinner
Republic
Meal(s):Breakfast, Dinner
DAY 3: Sat. Sep 10, 2023
Prague
DAY 5: Mon. Sep 12, 2023
Breakfast at hotel
Marianske Lazne
Tour Guide meets group in the hotel lobby
and provides a full-day tour of Prague
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
provides full-day transportation in Prague
Walking tour of Prague's old town and
Jewish quarter. See sights such as the
Astronomical Clock, Tyn Church, Spanish
Synagogue, and more. Travel accross the
river to the vicinity of Prague Castle.
Lunch at local restaurant, 2 course meal
with beverage
Included Admission: Prague Castle
Dinner on own
Boutique Hotel Seven Days - Standard
Room, Prague, Czech Republic
Meal(s):Breakfast, Lunch

Breakfast at hotel
Morning walking tour of Marianske Lazne
Lunch at a local restaurant, 2 course meal
with beverage
Remainder of day free to explore the town
at leisure, perhaps enjoy a spa treatment.
Dinner on own

Lunch at a local restaurant, 2 course meal
with beverage.
Free time to explore the town on own.
Travel to our next stop.
Included Admission: Kynzvart Castle
Travel back to the hotel.
Dinner on own
Centralni Lazne Ensana Helath Spa Hotel Standard Room, Marianske Lazne, Czech
Republic
Meal(s):Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 7: Tue. Sep 14, 2023
Transfer from Marianske Lazne to
overnight in Pilsen
Breakfast at hotel
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
provides full-day touring ending in Pilsen.
Included Admission: Kladruby Monastery
Continue travel to the Pilsen area
Included Admission: Purkmistr Brewery
Tour with tasting
Lunch at the brewery's restaurant, 2 course
meal with beverage.
Included Admission: Bohemia Sekt - Winery
Tour with tasting

Centralni Lazne Ensana Helath Spa Hotel Standard Room, Marianske Lazne, Czech
Republic
Meal(s):Breakfast, Lunch

Continue into the heart of Pilsen.

DAY 6: Tue. Sep 13, 2023
Visit to Frantiskovy Lazne

Dinner on own

Breakfast at hotel
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
provides excursion to Frantiskovy Lazne
Walking tour of Frantiskovy Lazne upon
arrival.

Included Admission: Pilsner Urquell
Brewery Tour with tasting

Courtyard Pilsen - Standard Room, Pilsen,
Czech Republic
Meal(s):Breakfast, Lunch

SMALL GROUP GUIDED HOLIDAYS Soap Lake Bridge with Czech Republic Spas, Breweries, & Wineries
DAY 8: Thu. Sep 15, 2023

Free time for lunch and exploring on own.

Transfer from Pilsen to Prague

Wine tasting at a local winery.

Breakfast at hotel
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
transfers group to Prague with touring in the
Krivoklat area on the way.
Included Admission: Ruckl Glass Factory
Tour - Nizbor.
Lunch at local restaurant, 2 course meal
with beverage.
Continue travel o the next stop.
Included Admission: Krivoklat Castle
Continue travel to Prague.
Dinner on own
Boutique Hotel Seven Days - Standard
Room, Prague, Czech Republic
Meal(s):Breakfast, Lunch
DAY 9: Fri. Sep 16, 2022

Visit to Kutna Hora
Breakfast at hotel
Tour Guide- meets group in the hotel lobby
and provides a full-day Kutna Hora tour.
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
provides a full-day excursion to Kutna Hora.
Included Admission: Kutna Hora Bone
Church

Travel back to Prague.
Free time to freshen up before dinner.
Tour Assistant - meets group in the hotel
lobby and accompanies them to the
restaurant.
Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
provides round trip transportation to the
restaurant.
Farewell Dinner at a traditional restaurant 3 course meal with wine or beer.

Soap Lake Bridge with
Czech Republic - Spas,
Breweries, & Wineries
September 7 - 17, 2023
9 Days/8 Nights
16 Meals
$4950 per person
Double occupancy
Airfare included

Boutique Hotel Seven Days - Standard
Prague, Czech Republic

$5741.25
Single occupancy
Airfare included

Meal(s):Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 10: Sat. Sep 17, 2023
Depart to Seattle, day flight

Breakfast at hotel
Assistant - meets group in the hotel lobby
and accompanies guests to the Prague
airport.

$500 non-refundable deposit
per person to reserve your
spot!
Final payment due
June 1, 2023

Private Coach - arrives at the hotel and
transfers group to the Prague airport
Meal(s):Breakfast
In-flight Meal(s); Lunch, Snack

Travel the short distance to old town and
then enjoy a walking tour of this charming
town.

Affiliate of

HOTEL INFORMATION
Prague
Stay in the heart of Prague in a 19th-century building in the heritage-protected area, Boutique Hotel
Seven Days is 650 feet from Prague National Museum. The restaurant features an atrium and the bar
has international TV channels. The Art Nouveau-style building dates back to 1888 and offers luxurious,
air-conditioned rooms with free wired internet access. The rooms are non-smoking and soundproof. The
bathrooms come with hairdryers and showers or bathtubs. The cozy bar serves a wide range of
beverages and snacks. It comes with a 61' plasma screen TV showing live football games on Sky Sports
satellite channels, international news channels and music entertainment. The whirlpool, the sauna and
massage services are available upon prior reservation for an additional fee. The Narodni Muzeum metro
station is 650 feet away and Wenceslas Square, Prague's main shopping boulevard, is a 5-minute walk
from the Boutique Hotel. The Old Town Square is reachable within a 15-minute walk.
Boutique Hotel Seven Days
Zitna 46/572
Prague 2, Czech republic
+420 222 923 111
www.hotelsevendays.en

Mariánské Lázně

Centralni Lazne Ensana Health Spa Hotel
Goethovo námestí 1
Mariánské Lázne, Czech Republic
www.ensanahotels.com/centralnilazne/en

Health Spa Resort Centrální Lázně is the most traditional Marienbad spa and located
right at the source of Maria’s Spring, where Marienbad was founded. The royal spa
building is situated in wooded surroundings, with a breathtaking view towards the
colonnade and connected directly to the five-star Nové Lázně hotel, where guests can
enjoy the Original Roman Baths dating from 1896 with three pools, a whirlpool and a
bubble bath. Visitors will feel as if they step back a few centuries in time, as they relax
in the largest and most original spa department, with its 24 treatment cabins,
guaranteeing tranquility and privacy. Located in Mariánské Lázně, an 8-minute walk
from Colonnade by the Singing Fountain, Ensana Centrální Lázně - Maria Spa has
accommodations with a restaurant, private parking, a fitness center and a bar.
Featuring family rooms, this property also provides guests with a playground. The
property provides a 24-hour front desk, room service and currency exchange for guests.
Free WiFi is accessible to all guests, while some rooms contain a balcony. Guests at
the hotel can enjoy a buffet breakfast. The spa and wellness center at Ensana Centrální
Lázně - Maria Spa features an indoor pool, a hammam and a sauna. Popular points of
interest near Ensana Centrální Lázně - Maria Spa include The Singing Fountain,
Ambrož's Spring and Karolina's Spring.

Pilsen

Courtyard Pilsen
sady 5. kvetna 2699/57
Pilsen, Czech Republic
+420 373 370 100
www.marriott.com

The Courtyard Pilsen hotel is housed in the multifunctional complex of the Diplomat
Center, just minutes from the Republic Square in the heart of the city. Free WiFi is
available in all rooms as well as all public areas. Experience the exquisitely furnished
rooms and suites featuring individually controlled air-conditioning, a well-lit work desk
with an ergonomic chair an many more convenient amenities. Dine fine in the hotel's
restaurant keep in shape in the fitness centre and make use of the 24-hour market for
convenience goods. 250 m² of event space for up to 200 guests and a business centre
are at your disposal as well. New Luxury hotel near to all main Pilsen attractions. The
Pils'n'Grill restaurant and bar serves delicious Czech and international cuisine, the
famous local beer and a wide variety of cocktails.
Pilsen (Plzen) is a center of academic, business, and cultural life for the western part of
the Czech Republic. The city is known worldwide for Pilsner beer. Courtyard by Marriott
Pilsen is set in Pilsen's legendary historic district in the city centre where magnificent
Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque architecture reflect the city's storied past. You'll find
St. Bartholomew Cathedral just moments away.

ADDITIONAL INCLUDED TOUR INFORMATION

Hradcany Castle Tour- Also known as Prague Castle, this
castle complex (one of the largest in the world with more than
700 rooms) dates back to the 9th century and houses precious
cargo, like the Bohemian Crown Jewels and the President of
the Czech Republic.

Kynžvart Castle Tour – Place of diplomatic meetings - located in
the west of the Czech Republic, is surrounded by a historical park
with an area of 293 hectares. In the first half of the 19th century
the castle was rebuilt by the Austrian Chancellor, Prince Klemens
von Metternich (1773–1859). He contributed greatly to the
significant collections of the Metternich family, in particular the
library of European importance including a notable collection of
daguerrotypes (early photographs), and a cabinet of curiosities.
The collections have remained undivided to this day and are
completely accessible to the public.The castle has been opened to
the public since 1928. In 1840, it was at the centre of a diplomatic
initiative, the Peace League Proposal. This proposal represented
an important moment in the search for a lasting balance of power
in Europe. Due to its ownership by a very well-known historical
figure, Chancellor Metternich, Kynžvart Castle was the location for
many discussions and negotiations of European diplomacy. The
castle represents a place of memory of European diplomacy
attentive to the search for a balance between the main European
States. This is the focus of the site rather than the personal
involvement in history of Metternich – whose own role should be
the subject of critical discussion.

Kladruby Monastery – touring on way to Pilsen
Kladruby Monastery dates back to 1115, when it was founded by
Prince Vladislav I. The monastery was built along the Prague –
Nuremberg trade route that led to the Baltic Sea. It enjoyed
prosperity from the end of the 12th century to the mid-1300s.
Bohemian King Přemysl Otakar I held an important meeting with
members of the Prague bishopric here during the 13th century. One
of the most accomplished kings of Bohemia, Wenceslas I, attended
the ceremony consecrating the monastic Church of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary, Saint Wolfgang and Saint Benedict during 1233.
During the Hussite Wars of the 15th century, both the Hussites and
then the army of Emperor Sigismund conquered the monastery,
causing much destruction. Kladruby monastery was in shambles for
70 years. The early 16th century brought prosperity to the monastery
Yet the good times came to an abrupt halt when the Thirty Years’
War began, bringing havoc to the Czech lands as the Catholics
fought against the Protestants. Then the Catholic victory gave the
monastery a new lease on life.The early 18th century was a fruitful
time of expansion and reconstruction. That’s when Jan Blažej-Santini
Aichel, a Czech architect of Italian origin, was hired to rebuild the
church. From 1711 to 1726, the church was molded into his unique
Baroque Gothic style, which integrated Gothic elements in a Baroque
fashion, harmonizing the two styles.Kladruby Monastery ranks
among the most beautiful and most intriguing places in Bohemia. The
third biggest church in the Czech lands is an architectural wonder.
Both Santini and Braun were masters at their trades as is evident in
their work at the monastery. John of Nepomuk played a prominent
role in Czech history. Kladruby is an awe-inspiring stop for
sightseers, offering intriguing lessons in Czech history.
Pilsner Purkmistr
Brewery Tour –
Purkmistr - One of the
Czech Republic's new
wave of breweries. On
the outskirts of Pilsen,
the brewery opened in
2007. The range of
beers includes an
unfiltered pale lager, a cherry beer and an interesting Cappuccino
flavored beer. The Purkmistr houses the Pivovarsky Dvur Restaurant
with an authentic copper brewery system. Guests can sample freshly
tapped Purkmistr beer from the larger tanks in the cellar. There is
also a spa area with beer spa baths and a wellness centre featured
on site, available for a surcharge.

Pilsner Urquell Brewery Tour - Beer from the Pilsner Urquell Brewery circulates to more than 50
countries around the world and as many as 11 million hectoliters are produced in its brewhouses every
year. When you visit the Pilsner Urquell Brewery, you’ll get the chance to see both historic and
present-day brewhouses and modern bottling plants with a capacity of 120,000 bottles per hour. You
can then taste the ingredients from which the famous lager is made in an exposition dedicated to the
senses. A labyrinth of hand-carved historic cellars, measuring an incredible 9 kilometers, will lead you
down the path to some much-welcomed refreshment in the form of unfiltered and unpasteurized
Pilsner Urquell beer. It’s here you will find barrels of lager made of oak from which your fresh beer will
be drawn.
Bohemia Sekt - Winery Tour - Bohemia Sekt, located in Starý Plzenec, is one of the largest wineries in the
Czech Republic. Hard work and 70 year’s worth of history stands behind the brand. Every year they
supply millions of bottles of sparkling wine all over the world. BOHEMIA SEKT is one of the leading
producers of sparkling wines and still wines in Central and Eastern Europe. They sell around 28 million
bottles a year. The many awards their sparkling and still wines have won at prestigious local and
international wine competitions testify to their high quality. With its market share of 70%, Bohemia Sekt
has long been by far the most popular brand of sparkling wine in the Czech Republic. Their still wine
brands Víno Mikulov, Habánské sklepy, Chateau Bzenec and Vinařství Pavlov are gaining renown and
now dominate the Czech still wine market thanks to their high quality, tradition and Moravian origins.
Ruckl Glass Factory Nizbor Tour - Established in 1846, Rückl proudly moves traditional Czech
glassmaking craft to a new level. Rückl combines the noble beauty of mouth-blown, hand-cut
crystal with unique designs and perfect details. Llearn about one of the Czech Republic's most
valued products, glass, it is located in Nizbor on the Berounka River and is connected to a
300-year-long tradition of glass making. The Rückl Crystal glassworks in Nižbor manufactures
an extensive range of cut 24% leaded crystal in a wide variety of decorations from the simple
to extremely complex and laborious decorations with gilt, hand painting and sandblasting. The
company was chosen for the production and supply of official state gifts due to the very high
quality of its products and services. On this tour, you will learn about all stages of glass
production including glass-blowing, painting, crackling and cutting. You'll also learn about the
whole history and contemporary period of glass production in Bohemia. At the end of the tour
you can visit the company store, which is on the grounds of the glassworks.

Krivoklat Castle Tour - Křivoklát to the West of Prague is one of the
oldest and most important castles of the Czech kings and princes,
with origins dating back to the 12th century. One of the oldest and
most significant royal castles, its appearance was shaped by the
Přemyslids, Luxembourgs and Jagiellons. The castle became a
magnificent royal residence, and later a feared prison under the
Fürstenbergs – Bishop Jan Augusta of the Czech Brethren and the
Rudolfine alchemist Edward Kelly were imprisoned there. Tours
include the Gothic Castle Chapel, the Royal and Knight's Halls with a
collection of medieval art and the Library with 52,000 volumes, as
well as the Fürstenberg museum, the Great Tower with hunting
collections and Huderka Tower with a black kitchen and lookout
gallery. Every year, the castle hosts Summer at Křivoklát,
Křivořezání and Křivoklání, the Prince’s Advent and Easter.

Kutna Hora Bone Church Tour - Ossuary Kutná Hora – Sedlec - The
Cemetery Church of All Saints with the Ossuary. This gothic
charnel-house was built in the late 14th century. This highly
regarded and important monument is an example of the High Gothic
style of architecture and includes an upper chapel and an
underground Ossuary. Kutna Hora is a UNESCO-World-Heritagelisted town is rated among the most amazing sites in Europe. Visit
the chapel decorated with nothing but human remains.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS
Prague, Czech Republic

The capital of the Czech Republic has always played an important
role in the history of the country and Europe. Since the Middle Ages
Prague has been famous as one of the most beautiful cities of the
world and has been attributed adjectives such as “golden “,
“hundred-spired“, “the crown of the world“.
The unique character of the city is also partly a consequence of its
natural environment: Prague, similar to Rome built on seven hills,
was built on nine hills along the Vltava River, which flows through
the city for a distance of 31 km and forms a perfect unit with the city.
The dominant features of the city architecture are reflected in the
river: towers, church spires and cupolas, palaces and town houses,
along with the greenery of gardens, parks and islands.
Prague was founded on the cross-roads of ancient trade routes at a
site where the most varied spiritual and cultural currents merged.
The history of the city begins with the founding of Prague Castle in
the 9th century. Of the original stone buildings in pre-Romanesque
style, a basilica remains from the second half of the 10th century
and forms the core of St George´s church. Among the preserved
Romanesque structures in Prague, three renovated rotundas can be
visited. At the time of the founding of the Old Town of Prague at the
beginning of the 13th century, the Romanesque style began to be
replaced with the Gothic; the oldest structure in this style is the
Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia or the Old-New Synagogue, while
St Vitus Cathedral, Charles Bridge, the Church of Our Lady before
Týn etc. are examples of the prime of this style. The greatest
flourishing of the Czech state occured at this time, which will
eternally be connected with the monarch Charles IV, who founded
the famous Charles University in 1348, the first university in Central
Europe. The late Gothic style is connected with buildings such as
Vladislav Hall, the Powder Tower and the Old Town Hall with the
Horologe.
In the 16th century the Renaissance style started to be favored by
the court aristocratic circles. The first and truly representative
structure is the Royal Summer Palace along with many aristocratic
palaces in Prague. The Church did not favor the Renaissance art; on
the other hand, it was completely taken over in the 17th century by
the Baroque style. Especially the Lesser Town is characterized by
the Baroque style and the Church of St Nicholas forms a
predominant feature of this area.

Old Town Square - Prague's UNESCO-listed Old Town
features some of the world's most notable examples of Gothic
and Baroque architecture, many of which can be found in the
Old Town Square. (Pictured: The beautiful Church of Our Lady
before Týn.)

Astronomical Clock -One of the most popular sites in the Old
Town Square is the medieval Astronomical Clock (found on
the side of the Old Town Hall). Tourists gather in front of the
clock every hour to watch "The Walk of the Apostles," a show
in which miniature figures of the Apostles—plus a skeletal
representation of Death—strike the time.

A number of styles alternated in the 19th and the beginning of the
20th century. The most important buildings include the Classicist
Estate Theatre, Neo-Renaissance National Theatre and Rudolfinum
and the Art Nouveau Municipal House and Main Railway Station.
The period of the first half of the 20th century was influenced by the
Czech Modern style and Architectural Cubism which was an original
style, with no counterpart in contemporary international art.
Nowadays, Prague is an important European city that attracts
visitors not only by the abundance of architectural gems the
generations of our ancestors left us. It is a place where cultural,
social and political events of international importance are held as
well as a popular destination for trade fairs and congresses.

Charles Bridge - From 6 a.m. to 7 a.m., when the Charles
Bridge is almost empty and the Old Town is slowly waking
up, the city has a magical atmosphere and a sense of
anticipation hanging in the air.

Jewish Quarter
(Josefov)
The Old Town's former
Jewish ghetto features
such remnants of the
past as the Spanish
Synagogue, Old-New
Synagogue, and Old
Jewish Cemetery—all
now part of the Prague
Jewish Museum—plus
a famous statue of
Franz Kafka and
colorful buildings along
Haštalská street
(pictured).

Pilsner and pubs
Prague has some of
the best beer in the
entire world, so you
can't visit without
enjoying a glass of
pilsner (or four).
Head to historic pubs
U Zlatého Tygra or U
Jelínků for a dose of
culture with your
hops.

Pilsen, Czech Republic

John Lennon Wall
Covered with prismatic graffiti inspired by John Lennon and
the Beatles, the wall was started by young Czechs as a
peaceful protest against Communism in the 80s. Despite
repeated attempts to paint over it, it remains just as colorful
today (find it across from the French Embassy in Malá
Strana).

Founded in 1295 by King Wenceslas II, the west Bohemian town of Pilsen
was located on a trade route from the German borders to Prague. During
the 15th century Hussite wars, Pilsen sided with the Catholics, as most of
its inhabitants were Catholic. The city was never conquered during this
Pilsner Urquell Brewery
harsh period in Czech history. In the mid-16th century, Pilsen flourished,
ranking the third among the biggest cities in Bohemia. At the end of the 16th century, Emperor Rudolf II took refuge in Pilsen when the
plague epidemic hit Prague.During the 17th century the Thirty Years’ War, Pilsen supported the Catholics, so they were not punished as a
consequence of the religious conflict. Yet in the 1600s and 1700s fires and the plague ravished the town. The 19th century saw major
positive developments in the city – Skoda Works was established by Emil Skoda and became the leading arms producer in the AustroHungarian Empire. Later the company became a leading engineering enterprise. Now Skoda is famous for the cars it manufactures, to
give one example. The brewery in Pilsen started production in October of 1842, and Pilsner Urquell and the pilsner type of beer would
capture worldwide attention. While the Communist period was fraught with oppression, the 1989 Velvet Revolution brought about new
opportunities. The town even won the European Capital of Culture 2015 title. With a population of more than 170,000 inhabitants, Pilsen
ranks fourth among the biggest cities in the country. Pilsen’s history is closely associated with beer. When the city was founded in 1295,
King Wenceslas II gave burghers his permission to brew beer, and they were able to sell beer in their homes. Town magistrates checked
the quality of beer by pouring a pitcher of beer on oak benches. Then they would sit down. They stood up one hour later. If their leather
pants did not stick to the bench, the beer was considered undrinkable. In 1838, 36 barrels of bad beer were spilled out in front of the town
hall, an event which triggered beermakers to set up a brewery. The history of beer changed when Bavarian brewer Josef Groll came to
Pilsen in the 19th century. Incorporating local ingredients and utilizing a new method allowed him to develop a unique kind of beer – the
pilsner type, which is now world-renowned. No less than 70 percent of the beer in the world is of the pilsner type.

THE WESTERN BOHEMIAN SPA TRIANGLE
The Western Bohemian Spa Triangle, comprising the spa towns of Karlovy Vary, Mariánské Lázne, and
Františkovy Lázne, is home to a great concentration of hot mineral springs and was once frequented by
sovereigns and elites for its healing waters. Today, Western Bohemia is
reclaiming its place on the modern spa circuit with its plentiful offerings.
BACK IN TIME
Although the ritual of drinking and bathing in spring waters has
been shared by many cultures—from Egyptians to the Chinese
and the Red Indians—it was the Romans who popularised it
with their bathhouses. For centuries, these Western Bohemian
towns enjoyed popularity among the royals. But the downfall of
the Roman Empire during the Dark Ages also dragged down
the glorious culture of bathing in spring waters. Wars became
frequent, and travelling for leisure became almost impossible—
and the towns fell from grace.
In the later part of the 16th century Europe began to regain
stability, and considerable investments led to the building of
Czech spas in the UNESCO-listed Bohemian triangle in the
19th and early 20th centuries. Folks, first from nearby places
and then from afar, once again began to seek out places with
medicinal spring waters. The invention of railways in Europe,
coupled with the Velvet Revolution in what was then
Czechoslovakia, led to the surge of these spa towns.
Karlovy Vary was founded in 1370 by the Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV.

Czech spas in the UNESCO-listed Bohemian triangle gained popularity in the 19th
and 20th centuries

Fill a temperature-resistant spa cup with therapeutic water from one of the many
fountains in Karlovy Vary.

KARLOVY VARY
Karlovy Vary, or Carlsbad, is the second most popular tourist
destination in the country. This is impressive considering that
its primary attraction is its wellness resorts, spas, and spring
water fountains. The town was founded in 1370 by the Holy
Roman Emperor Charles IV. It is said that the king’s injured
hunting dog was cured of his wounds after he leapt into one of
the hot springs in the town, springing forth, quite literally, its
legendary healing powers. The king then began taking waters
from here as a curative potion long before the practice became
widespread; Karlovy Vary, meaning ‘Charles’s Boiling Water’,
was named after him. Having hosted the likes of Beethoven,
Casanova, and Mozart, besides dozens of heads of states and
a multitude of movie stars over the years, this place became a
favourite among spa lovers. Unlike many of the traditional
European spa towns in Hungary and England where you can
find outdoor pools filled with steaming water, rejuvenating in a
mineral-rich spa bath in Karlovy Vary is a private affair. One of
the best spas in the region, Castle Spa, however, features
both. There is a range of therapies to choose from: mineral
bath, aerosol inhalation, and oxygen therapy, which helps
improve blood circulation and cleanses gums. In case you’re
feeling adventurous, head over to the Beerland Spa and soak
in a thousand-litre oak whirlpool tub brimming with beer. Rich
in Vitamin B and active enzymes, the unique beer spa is said
to soften skin and give it a glow. After the soak, you can relax
on a wheat straw bed and sip on some delicious beer as well.
This medieval-era town is filled with pastel-coloured buildings
framed against the River Teplá and centred around imposing
colonnades. The largest of these is the Mill Colonnade. Made
out of yellow sandstone with more than 100 Corinthian
columns, it houses five of the city’s 12 major springs (Mill,
Rusalka, Prince Wenceslas, Libuše, and Rock). Built in the late
19th century by Czech architect Josef Zítek, it hosts bands
during the summer and is the beating heart of the city. The
water itself is salty, warm, and brimming with healing properties
that aid the detoxification and cleansing of intestines and gums.

MARIÁNSKÉ LÁZNĚ

Mariánské Lázně is home to spa parks, colonnades, pavillions, and cafes.

The Roman baths found here were built in 1896.

It’s been quite an interesting journey for the city of Mariánské Lázně (or Marienbad)—from being a swamp to transforming into one of the
country’s largest spa towns. The water is much less pungent here (the springs are not naturally hot) yet full of minerals. It is said to be quite
efficient in treating ailments related to kidneys, skin, and the digestive system, and a host of chronic diseases, including breathing disorders.
Head to the Nové Láznê, where a Roman bath flaunts its 19th-century red columns. Follow it up with a visit to one of the medical centres
where you can explore the entire gamut of balneotherapy and hydrotherapy treatments, along with drinking and inhalation cures. Conclude
your day in a cryosauna, a popular alternative to ice baths.

FRANTIŠKOVY LÁZNĚ
Named after the Austrian Emperor Franz I, this quaint little
town is filled with elegant neoclassical buildings and
manicured parks. Younger, smaller, and more relaxed than its
neighbouring allies, this town is also known as Franzensbad.
When you’re here, you should pick up one of the famous peat
packs, the pride of Bohemia. Containing healing properties of
sulphur, iron, and pyrite, they are harvested from a peat bog
and processed in the thermal waters until they pick up a rich
brown hue and a lingering earthy aroma. Using one of these
organic packs lends the skin an ethereal glow.
It is believed that the carbon dioxide-rich waters of this little

The spa town of Františkovy Lázně was named after the Austrian Emperor Franz I.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

town help in curing a glut of chronic disorders, including
infertility. Although there are numerous fountains all over the
town, the Glauber IV’s water is the most popular. The high
level of salt in it may invoke a gag reflex, so it is definitely not
for the faint-hearted. But then, the water is globally renowned
for its use in purgation and its positive effects on chronic
digestive issues.
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RESERVATION & TRAVELER INFORMATION FORM
Europe Express - Custom Soap Lake Chamber Commerce
Affiliate of

Traveler Information
Print name (first/middle/last) EXACTLY as it appears on the Passport you
will be using while traveling.
Traveler 1: ____________________________________________

Soap Lake Bridge with Czech Republic - Spas, Breweries, & Wineries
Tour September 7 - 16, 2023 - 10 Days

Security Information
To make your vacation as enjoyable as possible and to assist us in
preparing official documentation, please provide the following:
Traveler 1: _____ Male ______ Female

Traveler 2: ____________________________________________

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY): _______/_______/_________

Address: ______________________________________________

If air is included: Add Redress #, if available: _________________

City: _____________________________ State: _____ ZIP: _____
Country: _____________ Email: ___________________________

Passport Number: _________________ Citizenship: ___________

Cell #1: ______________________ Cell #2: __________________

City/State/Country of Birth: ________________________________

Roommate’s Name (if not Traveler 2): _______________________

Date of Issue: __________________ Exp. Date: ______________

Tour Price & Payment Information

Traveler 2: _____ Male ______ Female

____ _Air/Land Tour Double Occupa ncy $4950 per person

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY): _______/_______/_________

__ __ Air/Land Tour Single Occupan cy $5741.25
Price Includes:
Airfare/Land tour as per provided itinerary. All rates quoted are in
US Dollars, accommodations including breakfast as listed, all
services as listed in your itinerary, luggage allowance on ground
transportation is based on one standard sized suitcase and one
small carry-on per person. Additional luggage must be arranged in
a d v a n c e , f e e s m a y a p p l y . S k i p - t h e - l i n e e n t r y w h e r e av a i l a b l e ,
q u e u i n g f o r s e c u r i t y m a y s t i l l a p p l y , a p p l i c a b l e t a x e s & fe e s i n
force at time of confirmation, changes, including per person city
taxes, coach permit fees, etc., taking effect after confirmation may
result in a supplement added to your final prices, airline fuel
surcharge of $430, and taxes/fees of $159 are included but
subject to change until tickets are paid and issued
Airport Transfers:
A group transfer will be provided as long as the group arrives
and departs on the start and end dates of the tour on the same
flight. One round trip group transfer per coach is included in the
price quoted. If requested, additional airport transfers (group or
private) can be provided at a supplementary cost.
Not Included:
Travel insurance, laundry, phone calls, items of a personal
nature, beverages, meals and sightseeing not detailed on the
itinerary, gratuities to the local city guides, excess baggage
and portage, optional experiences, transfers not stated within
tour, Visa, passport, and entry/exit fees, any airline imposed
baggage fees, please check website for details, airline seat
assignment policies vary and may not be granted or may
require an additional fee

Non-refundable deposit due at time of reservation:
$500.00 per person
Final payment due date June 01, 2023

Europe Express may request additional deposit prior
to final payment subject to tour requirements.

Total Amoun t of Deposit to be Paid: ____________

If air is included: Add Redress #, if available: _________________
If traveling internationally:
Passport Number: _________________ Citizenship: ___________
City/State/Country of Birth: ________________________________
Date of Issue: __________________ Exp. Date: ______________

Passport Passport information not required for US domestic travel.
Passports and VISAS
All guests must have a valid passport with at least 6 months validity from return
date. It is the responsibility of each guest to ensure any applicable visas for all
countries visited have been obtained prior to departure. Failure to obtain correct
documentation will mean the guest will be unable to participate in particular shore
excursions and may be denied boarding and/or entry into certain countries. Meeting
necessary passport and visa entry requirements and costs is the sole responsibility
of guests.
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Emergency Contact
Name: _________________________ Relationship: ______________
Tel: ________________________ Cell: ________________________
Health
Some areas on the ship may involve considerable walking, stairs or
inclines. Travelers should be in reasonably good health, persons requiring
assistance advised to be accompanied by a companion who is capable of
and totally responsible for providing assistance. All needs of this nature
must be relayed in advance of travel. Initial here to indicate you have read
and understand this:
___ Dietary dietary restrictions, if any:_____________________________
___ Handicapped /mobility assistance needed - check mark and list below:

Emergency Contact
Name: ________________________________________________

General Information:

Suggested tipping rates (per person traveling)
for your Tour Guide/Assistant are $7.50, or applicable currency
equivalent, per person, per day, $4 or applicable currency equivalent,
per person, per day, suggested for the Coach Driver and $1 – 2 or
applicable currency equivalent per person, per day, suggested for Local
Experts.

Travel Documentation: Electronic travel documents will be sent to
the email address 3 -4 weeks prior to departure.
Air Travel: If purchasing own air travel please provide the flight
information in writing no later than 65 days prior to departure.
Baggage Allowance: One suitcase per person is included in the tour
price. Due to limited coach capacity the sum of the length, width & depth
of the case should not exceed 160cm (63 inches), and weight should
not exceed 20kg (44 Lbs). Charges may be levied in the event these
limits are exceeded & the promise to transport you may be invalidated.

Relationship: ___________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Terms and Conditions
All payments for land/ tours arrangements (ticketed by Europe Express)
will be refunded if applicable less the cancellation fee as outlined below.
Group Refund and Cancellation Policy
The following per person cancellation charges will be assessed:
180 to 121 days prior to departure, Loss of Nonrefundable Deposit
120 to 61 days prior to departure deposit and $800 per person
60 to 46 days prior to departure deposit and 80% of total tour cost
45 days or less prior to departure, deposit and 100% of tour cost
On departure day deposit and 100% of tour cost
If an individual in the group cancels causes a roommate to be accommodated in
a room for sole occupancy, single supplement fees may be charged to remaining
traveler.
Tours/Excursions: No refund if a particular tour/excursion is canceled.
Change Fee: $$100 per change for any changes made after booking.
Tours with Rail Cruise:Additional supplier penalties may apply depending on
the date of the cancellation. Individual cancellations may necessitate an
adjustment in the per person tour rate.
Pre/Post Accommodation(s): Between 14 days and day of departure 100% of
accommodation costs.

Travel Insurance
Travel insurance is available and strongly recommended. Travel insurance is
offered to protect your dollar investment due to unforeseen circumstances
and should be purchased 14 days of your reservation deposit.
Insurance quote will be provided at no charge, however there is no
obligation, you are welcome to purchase travel insurance on your own from
your preferred provider. Travel insurance quotes are provided through Travel
Guard/Travel Ex. For any illness, cancellations or changes, the client will
follow Travel Guard/TravelEx policies and regulations.

All guests will be required to adhere to all
protocols established by Europe Express and all
Vendors providing services for tour.
My signature (s) below indicate that I have reviewed and agree to all
terms and conditions set forth in this reservation form.
Traveler 1: _____________________________________________
Traveler 2: ____________________________
____________________________________________
Date: __________________________________________________
REQUIRED: Typed full name will be used as signature

Talent/Artist:RGE Travels/Holiday Cruises & Tours are not responsible for the
content or cancellation of talent/artist before and during tour.
Itinerary:RGE Travels/Holiday Cruises & Tours are not responsible for any
changes to itinerary before and during tour by Europe Express and other
Vendors.
Booking Terms and Conditions: These conditions incorporate the basis upon
which bookings are accepted by RGE Travels/Holiday Cruises & Tours and and
Europe Express. By making a booking you are agreeing to these terms &
conditions. These must be studied prior to making the commitment of paying the
deposit as they must be referred to. Additional terms and conditions may be
applicable to group bookings and will be advised as they become known.
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